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And redreſs of Abules therein. 


7 ISIS = Hereas great complaint hath been made by the Freemen of the = of London, Tra- 
ders in Butter and Cheeſe,ofmany abuſes committed in the ſale of thoſe Commodt- 
ei A al ties, thzough the covetous e fraudulent dealing of the Countrey Farmers ſelling by 
8 40 [Stones, Jron-wedges, peices of Bꝛick, and other unwarranted weights contrary 

IN FR to Law, and to the great deceit of the Buyer: And whereas the Firkin of Butter 
path heretofoze time out of minde uſed to weigh Sixty four pounds (viz.) Ok But- 

ter Fifty ſix pound, and Cask eight pounds; and the Pot of Butter to weigh Twen⸗ 
tp pounds (viz.) The Pot Six pounds, andthe Butter Fourteen pounds, Now of 
late years, though the indirect dealing of the ſaid Farmers and Packers of But- 
ter, their Firkins of Butter are made to weigh but Sixty two pounds, Sixty pound, 

and ſome but Fifty eight pound, and the Cask ſeldom leſs then Ten pound oz twelve 

pound, and ſometimes Thirteen 02 Fourteen pound weight; and their Pots are made generally to weigh Se- 
ven pound, and ſome of them Eight pounds, oz Mine pounds weight: And Whereas alſo many other great 
abuſes are by the ſaid Farmers and Packers committed, in putting up of hay Butter, and that which is 
corupt, With good Cream Butter, to the ſpoiling of the good Butter, and to the great damage, not onely of 
the ſaid Tradeſmen, but of all ſoꝛts of People that buy and ſpend the lame: And Whereas by fozmer Laws 
and Statutes full remedy is not herein pꝛovided; The Parliament taking the pꝛemiſes into ſerious conſi⸗ 
deration, and willing to give redreſs againſt ſuch abuſes, fo: refoꝛmation of the ſame, and p2eventton of the 

like fo2 time to come, Have thought fit to Enact and Oꝛdain, and be it by their authozity Declared, Enacted. 
and Oꝛdained, That the weighings by Stones, Wedges, Dicks, and other unwarrantable weights, ſhall 
be utterly left, not in any ſoꝛt to be hereafter uſed ; and that the laid Commodities (hall be from Hencefozth 
fold and weighed with weights ſealed accoꝛding to the Standard; and that all and every perſon and perſons 
which (hall do and offend againſt the ſame, ſhall foꝛteit the value of the ſaid Commodity, and the party en- 
damaged ſhall upon his Complaint be recompenced quad2uple to his damage, as in like caſe is pꝛovided in the 
Statute made in the Twenty ſeventh year of King Edward the third, foꝛ the eſtabliſhing of one weight, mea- 
ſure and yard throughout the Realm : And be it alſo Oꝛained and Enacted by the authozity akoze⸗ 
ſaid, That the Farmer, and all others packing gp Butter in Firkins foz ſale, do from Hencefozth 


ſet upon the Firkin, when the ſame is ſeaſoned, a viſible mark of the juſt weight of the Tare of the land 
Firkin; and not put up leſs then Fifty ſix pound of neat Butter in every Firkin, noz leſs then Four⸗ 
teen pound of neat Butter in each Pot, as anciently hath been accuſtomed; no2 to falſe pack up their 
Butter (viz.) old butter with new, oꝛ Whay oꝛ coꝛrupt Butter with Cream Butter: And likewiſe every Far- 
mer and Packer of Butter into Firkins, upon theſale thereof, do hencekoꝛth ſet the two firſt Letters of his 
name, oꝛ his own particular mark upon ſuch Firkins, to the intent that if any fraud be, the ſame may 
the better be diſcovered and puniſhed, And be it further Enacted and O2dained by the Authority afoze- 
ſaid, That every Farmer and Packer up of Butter, not puting up in each Firkin oꝛ Pot reſpectively, ſuch 
quantities as afozeſatd, oz offending in kalle packing as afo:eſaid, ſhall toꝛfeit the ſaid Commodity, oz the va- 
lue thereof; and every offender in not putting their names, oꝛ not making ſuch marks as afozeſaid, ſhall foꝛ 
every ſuch offence reſpectively forfeit the ſumof thꝛee ſhillings and four pence, And be it further Enacted and 
Oꝛdained by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all ſuch perſon and perſons whatſoever within England and Wales, 
that (hall pack up Butter foꝛ ſale in any unſized Cask of greater oꝛ leſſer quantity, do alſo ſet the juſt weight 
of the ſaid Cask, after ſeaſoning, viſibly upon it, atteſted with his own particular mark, oꝛ the two firſt Let- 
ters of his name, upon the penalty of Thꝛee ſhillings and four pence as afozeſaid; and that no perſon oz per- 
ſons whatſoever, do falſe pack up their Butter in the ſaid unũzed Cask, upon the foꝛfeiture thereof as afoze- 
ſaid; All which ſaid ſeveral offences are to be enquired of, ſued fo2, heard and determined in the Seſſions 
of the Peace foꝛ the County, City, Bozough, Town oz Liberty, oz in the Court of Recozd of the City, 
Baough, Town oꝛ Liberty wherein ſuch offence ſhall be committed, by Action of Debt, Indictment, In- 
fo:zmation oz prog wherein no Eſſoyn, P2otection, oꝛ Wager of Law ſhall be allowed to the De- 
fendant ; and the one half of all the fo:feitures thall be to the uſe of the pooꝛ people inhabiting within ce Oy. 
B92ough, Hundzed, Town o2 Liberty where ſuch offence ſhall be committed from time to time; andthe other 
half thereof to him oꝛ them that will ſue foꝛ the ſame, beſides double coſts thereby expended, And to the end 
that the one half of the ſad foꝛfeiture limited to the uſe of the ſaid pooꝛ people, may be truly imployed and be⸗ 
ſtowed upon them, accoꝛding to the true meaning of this pzeſent Act; Be it further Enacted and Oꝛdatned, 
That the Sheriff, Bayliff, oꝛ other Officer oꝛ perſon that ſhall levy oꝛ receive any ſum oꝛ ſums of money foꝛ⸗ 
keited and recovered accoꝛding to this pꝛeſent Act, ſhall and may by vertue thereof, without further Warrant, 
deliver the one half of the ſaidſum oꝛ ſums of money by him oꝛ them ſo levyed oꝛ received, to ſome one oꝛ mote of 
the Churchwardens and Overleers of the Pooz of the ſame Pariſh where the ſame offence ſhall be committed, 
to be by them and every of them diſtributed and beſtowed amongſt the (aid pooꝛ people, accoꝛding to the true 
meaning hereof; who ſhail have authozity by vertue of this pzeſent Act, to diſtribute and beſtow the ſame ac- 
coꝛdingiy; and are to do the ſame within Twenty days after receipt thereof, upon pain of fozfeiture of the 
double value thereof, to be recovered and imployed as afozeſaid, P2ovided, That every Suit and JPufoz- 
mation which ſhall be b2zought upon this Act, hall be commenced within one year immediately after the 
offence committed, and not afterwards. P2ovided alſo, That this Act ſhall continue in foꝛce from the Five and 
twentieth day of March, One thouſand fix hundzed and fifty, foz the ſpace of two years and no longer. 
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Die Martis, 12 Martii, 1649. 


